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and contempt of womenfolk would, perhaps, consider
the fetching of the Mother to her Son most unneces-
sary and dangerous. For, if this recovery from death-
like coma really did occur, Death must have followed
quickly, for the Master was no man to have hidden
for the remainder of His life, supposing He had been
restored to life.
I came to my fifth point. Maybe Joseph had only
intended to give a temporary resting-place in his new
tomb to the Crucified, because of the lateness of the
hour and he was intending to remove the Body later
to some other sepulchre. Perhaps Joseph was naught
but a pious and orthodox Jew, anxious to discharge
the greatest and last of the Corporal Works of Mercy.
In this case, surely, he would have offered burial to
all three of the dead; yet there is no record that he
included the two thieves in his charity. No 1 It was as
an honour to the Master whom he revered that he
offered his tomb. Joseph ran a great risk by making
such* a gesture, he stood in certain expectation of
oppression and persecution from the priestly party.
It is not likely, or even conceivable, that such a man
would disturb his honoured dead from a selfish motive.
Still less, that he would take all the trouble of doing
so in the darkness of pre-dawn.
My sixth alternative I did not entertain for a
moment. I could not believe that these loving and
sorrowing women had deliberately lied, nor that such
patently honest accounts as the rugged fragment of
Mark are the work of later chroniclers.
The seventh, that the disciples stole the Body, was
eooogh at the outset, until one looked more